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Love One Another 

   I Peter 4:8 tells us: “Above all, love each other deeply, because 

love covers over a multitude of sins.” We as Christians are commanded by God to love 

one another deeply  and thus overlook one another’s shortcomings. And since Febru-

ary, with Valentine’s Day, focuses on love, why don’t we as believers commit our-

selves to walk in obedience to this command to love one another.  

 How do we do this? Well first let me explain how not to do it. We do not love 

one another by holding grudges. We do not love one another by criticizing  unfairly. 

We do not love one another by gossip. We do not love another by “getting even.” We 

do not love one another by murmuring. We do not love one another by assuming the 

worst about others and never giving them the benefit of the doubt. These are the ways 

of the world, not the ways of the Lord’s church. 

 So how do we love one another? By following our Lord’s example. Jesus 

showed us the true meaning of sacrificial love at the cross and has told us what love is 

and does through His word. I Corinthians 13:4-7 tells us: 

 “Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast,                             

it is not proud. It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered,                         

it keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices                           

with the truth. It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.” 

 What a beautiful picture of the kind of love our Lord wants us to exhibit among 

one another. A church like that is truly going to be the Lord’s church!   A church like 

that is going to grow! Let’s commit ourselves to be a I Corinthians 13 kind of church 

because we have committed ourselves to be a I Corinthian 13  kind of Christians!   

 Legendary football coach Vinci Lombardi was once asked what it took to make 

a winning team. He said that the crucial ingredient was love, that playing  together as 

a team required caring for one another. He said, “Each player has to be thinking about 

the next guy and saying to himself: “If I don’t block that man, Paul is going to get his 

legs broken. I have to do my job well in order that he can do his.” Lombardi went on to 

say that “the difference between mediocrity and greatness is the feeling these guys 

have for each other.”  

 So it is with the church. When we take seriously Jesus’ command to love one 

another and put the needs of others ahead of ourselves we contribute to a winning 

team. 

  

      For Him,    
      Dan 
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 DO A GREAT THING IN 2015. It’s time for the Mt. Healthy Christian Home Auxiliary annual 

membership drive. Your dues help the Auxiliary enhance the lives of residents at the Home by 

providing funds for the little extras such as welcome baskets, birthday presents, upgrading the 

facilities and special outings. 

The Auxiliary meeting will be April 12th. 

“Bless Your Heart Lunch and Learn” February 19 from 11-1. It is a free luncheon and heart 

healthy program for older adults.  
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With A Kingdom Heartbeat  

 
In the spirit of Valentine’s Day, the day we celebrate our earthly love, I want to talk about an illustration of 

Christ’s love that is used all sorts of places throughout scripture. 

Jesus calls us His bride. 

One of the most unsuspecting places we find that is during the Last Supper. 

 Jesus is going through the ritual as a rabbi, and He gets to the third cup, the cup of salvation. Traditionally, 

they are supposed to set it aside, but instead, Jesus takes the cup and offers it to them saying, “This is my 

covenant, take and drink it.” This was outrageous in a couple of different ways. One, because He was de-

claring that the Messiah is here. Two, because to a bunch of Jewish fisherman, what they heard was “Will 

you marry me?” 

In Jewish traditions, when a guy was going to marry a girl, after approaching her father to buy the chance to 

marry her with his finest camel, he would then gather the families. They would sit down at a table, and He 

would fill a glass of wine, passing it to her and saying, “This is my covenant with you, take and drink it.” She 

had the option to refuse it. If she drank it, however, that was her way of saying, “I do.” 

When she would go home to her town, she was no longer called by her name, but was instead referred to 

as “one who was bought with a price.” The guy would go home to his town, and they wouldn’t talk for the 

entire engagement period, which could have been six months up to a year 

The groom, in the meantime, is building a home for her, a part of the family dwelling at his father’s house. 

The father would decide when it was finished and would say, “Alright, go get her.” The groom would then 

travel to her town. She didn’t know the day, the time, or the hour, she would just be waiting. And when they 

came into town blowing their rams horns, she would hear it and basically walk down the aisle. 

So Jesus says “This is my covenant, take and drink it,” at which point the disciples are probably thinking, 

“Well, we’ve followed Him this far. He’s crazy and radical. I guess we’ll go as far as he says to go.”  So they 

take the cup and drink it, and in that sense they say “I do. And then Jesus says, “We’re not going to see 

each other for a while. You’re not going to know the day, the time, or the hour that I come back for you, but 

you will be referred to as ‘one who was bought with a price.’ In the meantime, I’m going back to my father’s 

house to prepare a place for you. And when the father tells me when it’s finished, I’m going to get my 

posse, my groomsmen, the holy angels, they are going to blow their trumpets, and I’m going to bring you 

home for the marriage supper.” 

The crazy thing is that metaphorically, Jesus is proposing to all of us. And he’s not even proposing to this 

amazing wife who will do all of this amazing stuff for him. He brings this proposal to an adulterous, unfaith-

ful wife. That’s what we are called throughout scripture. 

So the issue isn’t whether we are going to be the perfect bride. The question is, will we take it? Will we drink 

it? Because the invitation is open to all of us. 
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Bible Trivia 

The chief priests took Judas’ 

discarded silver and bought 

the potter’s field where they 

would later bury 

__________________? 

SFC Michael P. Norton                        
Attn: Any Solider                                
HHC 34th ID DIVENG                         
Unit # 117                                        
APO, AE 09374   

PVT Owens, Saxton T.                         
1/6 WPNS co. CAAT1                          
Unit 73145 FPO                                  
AEO9510-3145   

LCPL Siegle, Jeremy                             

CLB-46, SEC. Co.                                  
Unit 72022                                         
EPO-AE09509-2022  

 

Which tribes settled 

east of the Jordan 

River? 

Rueben & Gad            

Numbers 32 

REQUESTS 

FOR PRAYER 

**************************                    

Dorothy Ander-

son                          

Steve Baker     

Alvin Bolser 

Sophie 

Bovenizer  

Melissa Cornett             

Jack Crouch 

Marilyn Curry           

Cheri Dalton               

Ray Dalton         

Betty Herzog  

Pat Hornsby  

Francis Johnson 

John Layman 

Nilah Layman 

Glynda Lee 

Eunice Murphy 

Eunice Owens 

Barb Ramsey 

Mark Robinson 

Diane Scarth  

Del Schanie         

Bob Sizemore 

Kathy Spaulding 

Robby Stephens 

Sam Welch                 

Orville Wilson 

Jane Wright 

All with health                

concerns  

**************************                
Dorothy Anderson                                

Sophie Bovenizer    

Dale Richter         

Ruby Singleton            

Ruby Wyatt                

homebound    

************* 

 

Strangers 

Matthew 27:6-7  

 

“Brother, pray for me,” the young man asked his friend. This wasn’t a routine re-

quest, however. It was the genesis of the one of the most popular songs in Gospel 

Music history. 

The young man, Larry, had been attending church services led by Benjamin Crouch 

Sr. His friend was the church pianist, Andrae Crouch, Ben’s younger son. During one 

service, Andrae, from his piano bench, noticed the something was troubling his 

friend. After the service, Andrae approached him and found out that Larry hadn’t 

committed his life to the Lord yet. After some time in prayer, Larry accepted Christ 

as his Savior. 

Andrae ministered to Larry this time. The next time, Larry ministered to him. 

One day, Larry telephoned Andrae. He asked Andrae to read Luke 15, the chapter 

that contains the parables of the Prodigal Son and the Lost Sheep. “He was sure that 

Crouch would be inspired to write the greatest song of his career from that Chapter,” 

according to William J. Petersen and Ardythe Peterson (“Complete Book of Hymns,” 

p. 52) Andrae read it, but found no inspiration. “The next day, the inspiration came. 

Thinking about Larry and partly about the Prodigal Son, Crouch wrote ‘My Trib-

ute’.” (ibid, p. 52) The phrase “To God be the glory” was used in Fanny Crosby’s 

classic hymn, another inspiration. 

His song became popular world-wide. Previously, Andrae and the Disciples had been 

a popular featured on the Southern California Youth Rally circuit. After “My Trib-

ute” was released, they performed the song all over the world. (They eventually ap-

peared in 68 countries.) They also performed the song, among others, on secular TV 

shows that don’t usually feature Gospel Music, among them “The Tonight Show” 

and “Saturday Night Live.” 

Andrae Crouch was born July 1, 1942 in San Francisco, Cal. Thirty minutes later, his 

twin sister, Sandra, was born. Their parents were self-employed business people who 

were also involved in a street ministry. The Crouches expected their children to join 

their ministry—the eldest son, Benjamin Jr. was going to be a minister and the twins 

were to have a music ministry. 

The Crouches moved to Southern California to pursue a business opportunity. Soon, 

Benjamin Sr. accepted a pulpit ministry. The church had a piano, but no pianist. 

There was a problem—none of the elder Crouches were very musical. The father 

challenged his pre-teen son to learn the piano. With God’s help, Andrae learned the 

instrument. Soon, he was leading his own group and writing his own songs. The shy 

youth’s group (which featured sister Sandra) enjoyed wider popularity when they 

appeared at So-Cal youth rallies. 

After the teenage group disbanded, Andrae attended Valley Community College, 

majoring in Education. He continued his music ministry, but also had a street minis-

try as well. Eventually, he made music his full-time vocation. He wrote many other 

popular songs, including “Soon and Very Soon” and “Through it All,” which ap-

peared on a series of best-selling recordings. These recordings and songs were popu-

lar with both white and black audiences, something that didn’t happen very often in 

the 1960s and 1970s. 

Unfortunately, health issues appeared as he grew older. He was a lifelong diabetic 

who developed cancer. Although he conquered cancer, his parents and older brother 

didn’t. (They died in 1993-94.) Soon after, Andrae became the new minister of the 

church his father started. 

While tending to his personal issues, he went off the road and concentrated on studio 

work. He began writing and producing other gospel performers. He also worked on 

secular recordings and films, but he didn’t compromise his music ministry or his faith 

by doing so. 

By 2000, Andrae began concentrating on his own music again. He began recording a 

new series of CDs. A PBS special was filmed and a new tour was planned. The tour 

was put on hold when Andrae was hospitalized for an undisclosed medical condition 

in December 2014. On January 9, 2015, he suffered a fatal heart attack. His twin 

sister was at his bedside when it happened. Ironically, she had been there at the be-

ginning of his life as well as the end. 

Sandra Earles 

Mae Lasley  

Joan Lipscomb 

Merrill Sorrill   

Hazel Warman           
Bereavement 
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PRAYER MATTERS   from the Prayer Ministry Team 

Adapted from Praying God’s Heart (Prayers That Make A Difference) 

by Alvin VanderGriend    

 
We know how to pray in accord with God’s will because we have the mind of Christ. As we grow 

mature in the faith, are filled with the knowledge of God’s will (Colossians 1:9), and the eyes of 

our hearts are enlightened (Ephesians 1:16), we develop the ability to think like Christ. When 

Christ lives in us to the point where we think His thoughts, feel His emotions, will His will, and  

embrace His kingdom vision, then we will be able to pray with the mind of Christ. We will pray 

what Christ would pray were He in our place, and we will be praying in Jesus’ name. 
 

The trouble with so much of our intercession is that we don’t take the time to think about what 

God’s will might be before we ask. We don’t listen very well. We just rush into His presence with 

wants and wishes and requests. We are so busy talking to God that we don’t have time to hear 

from God. If we don’t bother to hear God first, we shouldn’t be surprised if our prayers misfire. 

Stop and listen before you pray. Give the Holy Spirit the time and space to teach you how to pray 

in behalf of others. 

 

PRAYER:  Lord Jesus, thank You for giving us Your mind and for nurturing our spirit to intercede as 

You would. Give us the patience and desire to listen so that our prayers are aligned with Your pur-

poses. Holy Spirit, teach our hearts to hear Your voice in order to pray for others as You would. 
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 If you have a talent for poetry or story writing, have a joke or have a collection of poems or articles you 

would like to share, please see Helen James.  I’ll be glad to use it in our Faith, Fun and Fellowship 

page. 

  

FAITH:    My Prayer 

  

Heal my heart and make it new. 

Let my focus be on you. 

  

May unselfishness and love, 

flow freely from above. 

  

Application is the key-- 

A heart fully surrendered unto thee. 

  

Without blemish, without stain, 

is how I pray my heart to reign. 

  

Grace, you freely to me give; 

May that be then how I live. 

  

FUN:    "Honey," said this husband to his wife, "I invited a friend home for supper."  

        

      "What? Are you crazy? The house is a mess, I didn't go shopping, all the dishes are dirty, and I don't 

feel like cooking a fancy meal!"  

        

      "I know all that."  

        

      "Then why did you invite a friend for supper?"  

        

      "Because the poor fool's thinking about getting married." 

  

FELLOWSHIP:  

  

         American Heritage Girls are sponsoring the Southern Singers Saturday February 7th from 9-11 AM 

at West Side Church of Christ. The Southern Singers are an Indian Group that features dance. Every-

one is invited. 



Volume 30  Issue  2 Page  8 

 Women’s Bible Study Tuesdays at 9:30 am 

 Small Groups are on hiatus.  

 Seniors on the Go  – On hiatus.  

 Senior Play Day—February 12 and 26 at noon 

*****************************************************************************************    

We encourage people to use the  offering envelopes. If you need  envelopes please see Sherri Kre-

mis or Helen James. 

 

 For privacy, you do not need to write the amount on the envelope. The treasurer will keep 

track. 

 

********************************************************************************************************* 

Sheila Smith’s new address is 1849 Millville-Oxford Rd. Hamilton, OH 45013 

********************************************************************************************************** 

The American Heritage Girls are sponsoring the Southern Singers Saturday February 7th from 9-11 AM at 

West Side Church of Christ. The Southern Singers are an Indian Group that features dance. Everyone is 

invited. 

************************************************************************** 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED  

Nursery Schedule 

9:30                                                             10:30    

1st Sunday                                                   1st Sunday 

Kim Lipscomb                                             Adult Volunteer 

 

2nd Sunday                                                  2nd Sunday 

Beebee Geyer                                               Shelia Smith 

Helper Volunteer                                          Helper Volunteer 

 

3rd Sunday                                                    3rd Sunday 

Sharon Knisley                                              Helen James 

Anna Perry                                                    Helper Volunteer 

 

4th Sunday                                                    4th Sunday 

Linda Kieser                                                  Kim Thompson 

Helper Volunteer                                           Elena Thompson       
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  Services 

Sunday: 

     Bible School       9:30 am 

 Worship Service   10:30 am  

 Evening Worship    6:00 pm 

  

Wednesday: 

 Evening Bible Study             6:30 pm    

 Worship Team Practice        7:30 pm   

  

 

  

       

February 3 Trail Life                                                                                                                                  

February 4 Women’s Bible Study                                                    

February 7        Southern Singers                                                               

February 10 American Heritage Girls                      

February 11 Women’s Bible Study                                                    

February 12      Senior Play Day                                     

February 17 Trail Life                                                 

February 18 Women’s Bible Study                                                    

February 23 Caller Deadline                                       

February 24 American Heritage Girls                     

February 25      Women’s Bible Study                             

February 26       Senior Play Day                                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

EVENTS AT A GLANCE 

 

Saturday February 7 

9-11 AM 

West Side Church of Christ 

 

The American Heritage Girls are sponsoring the Southern Sing-

ers Saturday February 7th from 9-11 AM at West Side Church of 

Christ. The Southern Singers are an Indian Group that features 

dance. Everyone is invited 


